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LETTER | 


TO A 
Buttonian K 
FROM 


Sir JAMES BAKER, 


Admirer-General of the Fair-Sex, and 


late Secretary of the Toaſts of the Kit- 
Cat-Club. 9 


CONTAINING 


Some Obſervations on Squire Budgel''s Let- 


ter to the Lord , ,, 


* Pom r aſaming, furious in Diſgrace, 8 
He darts his Venom at the Man in Place. 
Dryden Miſc. 
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a Time when your Hands 
and your Head are full; the 
firſt being hard at Work on 
a new Play now upon the 
Stocks, in order to launch it 
zs ſoon as poſſible, to check the Progreſs 
of the French Farce; the latter being in- 
tent upon improving that moſt excellent 
and late · invented Vehicle for preſerving | 
of Sprats, &c. At ſuch a Time, I fay, 
7 1 1 ö 6 
| 


. I ſhould 


| (Ss) | 
'I ſhould have been the laſt Perſon of 


the Aſſembly of Helle. Eſprits at B— 
| 7 that would have given, you a Trou- 


- of this Kind, had not the de 
1 Conduct of a Member of the ſa 
Aſſembly, made it neceſſary, if not in- 
cumbent on me, as Comptroller - Gunerdl 
of all publick and private Scandal. A 
I nad my "we Bacon are of n 
That Good Senſe and Diſcretion are as 
neceſſary to form a Man of Buſineſs, as 
Wit. Hereafter, Let no Great Man 5 
over fond of the Superficial. * There is (ſays 
that noble; Philoſopher)” o decay in 
Merchant, or Moa Beggar, hath 15 
many Tricks to uphold the Credit of 
* his Wealth, as theſe empty Perſons have 
* to maintain the Credit of their Sufficien- 
cy. Pretenders to Wit may make ſhift 
to get Opinion; but let no Man chuſe 
them for Employment. Diſcretion" is 
not only neceſſary in, but alſo in the 
Loſs of, an Employment: To confirm in 
I ſhall rather propoſe. my, own Exam | 
than the Authority of any Great Man: in 


the following Obſervations; on oth theſe 
Inſtances. \ Gown, 1 10 
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There was Time, when I thought 1 
ſhould haye been very happy in the Sur- 
entendance of the Stage, being introduc'd 
to take Poſſeſſion of that Poſt by ſome 
of very great Figure and Quality. What 
my Chin ſufferd by a Trap- Door, on 
which ' I pronounc'd my initiatory Ha- 
rangue, the ill-natur'd Criticiſms that 
were made upon my Speech, and my 
printing it (once, Sir, your Cafe) for 


my ' Vindication ; how ſoon I was de- 


pos'd from my - imaginary © Government, 
is not unknown to many of the Right 


Honourable: of this Iſland; but did I Im- 


mediately upon 'this Occafion give the 


World an Inventory of my Qualifica- 
tions? Did! I proclaim, how many lurk- 
ing Emetics I had diſcover'd by the 
Staunchneſs of my Nofe, or what Buſi- 
neſs I had diſpatch'd by the Activity of 


* A 


my Teeth? Did I boaſt of my Know- 
ledge” in culinary Affairs, the Complai- 
ſance of my Stemach, or the Chaſtity of 


my Fingers among Silver Spoons? No, 


Sir, I was ſenſible hom indecent 
it was for a Man to fay or write Pag. 4. 
any Thing to his own Advantage, age 
tho I was borne hard upon, and my own Vin- 


dication made it in a Manner neceſſary : 
om How 


1 
1 


. {&H) 
How far Mr. Accomptant has conform'd 
to this Rule and my Example, I ſhall ra- 
ther refer my courteous Reader to ſome 
Paſſages I ſhall point out in his Laue. 
than tranſcribe them here. | 


In thisI ler the ſaving your Time, 
and my own, both very precious; and 
likewiſe, which is of greater Moment to 
my Reader, the ſaving of Two Pence in 


the Price of theſe my Obſervations; a 


Circumſtance which no Man of a Pol 
lick Spirit opgut to neglect. 


Beſides, in my following Remarks, 1 
ſhall interſperſe ſome Conſiderations, which 
may be of great Advantage to ſuch of 
my Readers, as have not, or perhaps care 
-not to read Mr. Accomptant's Letter ; 


- otherwiſe J might oblige but a very ſmall 


Number of my Fellow - Subjects, for whoſe 
Commonweal I have and hall calculate 
all my Practical Schemes, as well as "ny 
Speculative Lucubrations, | 


And here 1 muſt beg Mr. Acconys 
tant to wait a While; fr I ſhall have 
no Place ſo apropos to acquaint the Pub- 
lick, That I have contrivd, with vaſt 


Study, a Vehicle and Pehicle, which will 


pre- 


= 


(9) 


preſerve Tripe and Sheeps⸗Tꝛotters 
fweet and freſh to any Part of the 


World : A Food fo exceſſively admir'd - 


by the inhabitants of the Spice-I/lands, 
chat. I ſhould be too vain to tell my 
Gountrymen what great Offers I have 


refus'd from the D—ch, who trade to 


thoſe Parts; for no other Reaſon, but 
that my own Country may enjoy the 
Benefit of my ſaid Invention; in the 


Publication whereof, b 1 ſhall 


proceed by Patent or Subſcription, I 
ſhall be -much guided by you, and that 
ingenious Projector and Wit, 4 2 


H—, Eſq; who lately invented the ma- 


king Oyl of Beech-Maſt. 


6; 


Neque Oleum, nec aps fed. 


Before 1 proceed too on my Obfer- 
_ vations on Mr. Accomptant's ſaid Let- 
ter, I think it neceilary ſolemnly to 
aſſure the World, that neither Mr. 


Secretary Veb— has given me a Caſt 
of his Office, nor the D—- of B— 


a Regale at his Table; and that as 


J have not apply'd for, directly nor in- 


directly, ſo ] have no Expectation of, 

any of Mr. Bud Is Places, though I 

am told there is good picking and 
B chooſing 


F 
chooſing among them. — No, 
Sir, I hope you and the World know 


me too well, to believe that I would 


write any Man out of his Place, in Hopes 
to get it: And though I differ from 
that Gentleman in ſome Things, I 


\ ſhall always preſerve a juſt Regard for 


him, as he is the neareſt Relation of 


Mr. Aadiſon, and the beſt Friend of 


Mrs. 
proceed. 


Having premis'd this, I 


[: conceive, with humble Submifion 


to Mr. Accomptant's Opinion, that a 


Man who has taken all his Degrees in a 
publick Office, may as well be quali- 


fy'd in all Forms of Buſineſs, (whether 


he has. a Daughter very pretty or not) 
to commence Secretary of State, as one 
who has been matriculated at a Uni- 
verſity, and made himſelf Maſter of 


the Eight Parts of Speech, and who 


afterwards finiſhes his Studies, in re- 
marking on the Forms of a Viſit, the 


Addreſs of the Beau Mond, and the Dra- 


ma of the Stage. 


For Inſtance, There is, Sir, one Ma- 


ſter Lom den. — Why, ſome frothy 


People upon ſeeing him, ery, That Man 
1 Din. . . „ „ has h 


(1) 


has no Soul; yet what natural and 

acquir'd Parts has he! —— An admi- 

rable Secretary, though no fine Gen- 
tleman ! 


I would entreat Mr. Accomptant 
carefully to reveiw one Fact, he in- 
forms his noble Correſpondent of, be- 
fore he inſerts it among the Remarka- 
bles of his intended Hiſtory of Ire- 
land, vis. That a ſingle Company of 
Militia, [ Foot] which he {aw there, 
might have been taken for regular 
Troops [| of Horſe.] This I find is not 
readily digeſted by ſome military Cri- 
ticks. It would likewiſe, Sir, be of 
Service to him, if you could perſwade 
him to inſert in the next Edition of 
his Letter, the particular Sum which 
was ſo obſtinately preſs'd upon him, as 
a Mark of his Maſter's Eſteem, 
and which he as obſtinately re- Pag. 11. 


fus d, leaſt ſome Free-thinkers : 


and Sceptics ſhould think it refus'd, be- 
cauſe it was not proportion'd to his 
Merit. Others, dull of Appre- 


F 


henſion, want to know, by Pag.12. 
what Term of Speech a civil 
Recommendation from a Superior, 1s 
calld Quartering of a Clerk upon any 
: 3 Inferior 


„ 
Inferior Officer: And how the 
Refuſal of Money, in any Caſe Pag. 9. 
where Authority checks the * 
preſſing it, can claim the Merit of Self- 
Denyal, and Zeal for the publick Ser- 
vice. 


If Mr. Accomptant ſhould take Not ice 


of thoſe particular, and undeniable In- 
| ſtances of Mr. Secretary Web- 


Page 23 Fer's Capacity and Integrity 


in Buſineſs, in the next Iriſb 

Parliament, as he has ſome Thoughts of 
doing, ſome military Gentlemen deſire 
that he would there thank Mr. Secre- 
tary in their Behalf, for not ſending 
them to the Secretary's Office in Ire- 
land for their Commiſſions ſign'd here, 
fince they were then upon the Spot to 
receive them, and ſome of them order'd 
to embarque with the Forces at Spithead, 
to ſupply the Garriſons Abroad. And 


. likewiſe to thank Mr. Secretary for his 
Generoſity, in accepting a leſs Gratuity 


than they would have preſs'd upon him 
for this Civility. And they humbly 
Hope their Rank, and Precedence will be 
as well preſervd by the Entry of an 
authentick Copy of their Commiſſions, 
as if their Commiſſions themſelves _ 
| | cen 


* 


(.13 ) 

been tranſmitted to the Secretary's Of- 
fice in Ireland, to be enter d there, and 
they put to che Expence and Trouble 


0 ne them — or having 


them return d. 


And here, Sir, I would wa Leave to 
propoſe. to Mr. Accomptant Mr. 4d—#'s 
great Moderation of I emper and Speech 
in Publick Aſſemblies, when Mr. Ac- 
comptant ſtands up in his Place in the 
Houſe of  C——s. There are ſome 
S—e- Doctors, at the firſt Appearance of 
a malignant Humour in the Body Poli- 
tick, fall intothe Uſe of Acids, rather 
than Alkalies, which, for the Benefit 
of my Engliſh Readers, I explain: A 
correcting _ the ſaid Malignity, rather 

than reducing it by gentle Applications. 

A Method ſome of the Noble and Sen- 
| al Doctors of Great Britain (with 
Sorrow | ſpeak it) have apply'd both to 
my Anterioribus & Poſterioribus; but 
indeed I muſt ſay, That ſometimes they 
have made Uſe of theſe Applications, 
(ine Causd ſatis confideratd) when my 
Inward Man has rather requir'd RE- 
PLETION than EXPULSION. 


6 Having 


( 14 ) 

Having two great Works upon my 
Hands, which my Bookſeller - preſſes to 
have finiſh'd, before the Attention of 
the Beau Mond is entirely taken up with 
Mr. Heideker's Aſſemblies and Maſque- 
rades; the World muſt excuſe me 
from examining the nice Traits, with 
which Mr. Accomptant draws a Pi- 
cture, or finiſhes a Character. I have 
prevail'd upon a very great Conniſſeur, 
lately arrivd from Itah, to undertake 
this Work: But I earneſtly deſire Mr. 
Accomptant, as a Gentleman and a 
Chriſtian, to reſtore to the right Own- 
ers all the Ornaments he has borrow'd, 
for the embelliſhing of any ſuch Cha- 
rater: Which may be eaſily done, by 
inſerting in his next Edition, inſtead of 
the following Deſcription, vis. p. 32. 


It is not the Reſult of any particular Fea- 
ture, nor of all Features, XC. 


Inſert, 


'Tis not a Lip, or Eye, we Beauty call, 
But the joint Force and full Reſult of all. 
| 1 Pope's Eſſay, 


Inſtead 


C13) 
Inſtead of 
Bur an Emanation of the Mind, 


Inſert, 


And Charms are Emanations of the Mind, 


Gays Poem on the P—s Landing. 
Inſtead of | 
When his Majeſty's Affairs allow him ta 


take a Progreſs, Thouſands of his Sub- 
jects grow Leyal while they behold bim. 


Inſert, 


Ob! may I live to ſee the Day, 

When the glad Nation ſhall ſurvey _ 
Their Sovereign thro bis wide Command, 
Paſſing in Progreſs o'er the Land,. 
Each Heart ſhall bend, and ev'ry Voice 
In loud applauding Shouts rejoyce, 
Whilſt all his gracious Aſpect praiſe, 
And Crowds grow Loyal as they gaze. 
e. Addiſon 0 Sir. G. Kneller. 


Having 


: 


a 


Having urg d this Reſtitution on Mr. 
Accomptant's Conſcience, I would re- 
commend the Fate of a certain Hiſtori- 
ographer, as an Object oſ his Prudence, 
before he enters upon the Characters of 
Men and Account of Things, in his Hi- 
ftory, which he has rs to be very 
particular in. He (and he ſays 
well) That he will later no. Great 
Man Let him avoid another Ex- 
tream That Hiftoriographer 1 men- 
tion'd, was Monſieur Sorbiere, Author 
of The Voyage to England, publiſh d a- 
bout 1708; wherein, among Heaps of 

| Scurrility, he taxes 
Vide Mr. Bud--I's the Engliſp Gentry 

Letter, p. 29, and Nobility, as not 

22, 37, 38, over honeſt nor ſon: 
dere; debauchd with 
Sloth and Luxury- 'in ſhort, he be- 
ſows on them not much better Names 
than Panders and Catamites, than Pimps 
and Bufſooms ; but he takes Cars to load 
the French King, to whom he preſented 
this Book, [in French] with Heaps of 
heavy Eulogium's: who, inſtead of re- 
warding him, difmiſsd him from his 
Places, and baniſh'd him. 


I would 


*. IL. Sorbiere was Hifteriogra pher-Royal, Canon, &c. 
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I would likewiſe put Mr. Accomptant 
in Mind, That if he ſhould think theſe my 
Obſervations worthy of a Reply, that 
he would forbear giving the World an 


Account of my Iſſue Male o 


Word. — I can meaſure an Affront to 
a Hair's Breadth, and am vers'd in the 
proper Uſe of all offenſive Weapons, 
from the Tip of a Toe to the Point of a 
Sword; a Knowledge ſo important to 
the very Being, as well as the Well- 


Being of my Fellow-Subje&s, that I in- 


tend to publiſh in a little Time my 
Tranſlation of the School of Honour, 
written in Spaniſh by that celebrated Au- 
thor, Franciſco Balbaftro y Gumarra. 
There is likewiſe . laid down in this 
Treatiſe ſuch excellent Rules for a Man 
to know when to draw his Pen, and his 
Purſe, as well as his Sword, that I hope 
to fee the Time when one of theſe Books 
ſhall, be appointed to be chain'd in We#- 
minſter-Hall, the Con —n-Chamber, 


and in every Col-——e of both Univer- 
; C | ſities, 


4 


r 
Page 15 Female; what ——— 4T 
+»? | have procur'd for them, (tho* 
Infants.) —— I am no EXCEPTED' 
PERSON —— If Ladies Reputation 
ſuffer —— Bilbao or Baitinado is the 


Fo ( 18 ) 
ſities, that theſe Rules being generally 
read and obſerv d, many of his Majeſty's 


Lay-Subjects may be rather inclin'd to 

their Taxes than their Lawyers; 
and the Eccleſiaſticks taught not to waſte 
that precious Time, now more particu- 
larly employ'd for the Proſperity and 
Security of Great Britain, and the ge- 
ral Peace of Europe; Waſte it, I G8. 
in hearing and determining their Co on- 
trauetſies. 


BY | F 


- 


I an, 
s I R, 


Yours pr of, aundly, &c. | 
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NM. B. Next Term I ſhall publiſh my 
Critical Remarks on ſome Heterodox 
Opinions relating to the preſent State 
of the Diet in England. Wherein 1 
have examin'd the Intrigues of the Olio- 
"liſts, and uſed my honeſt Endeavours to 
reconcile the long Quarrel between the 
different Sects of the Surloiners and the 
Hodg-podgians. 
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